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America safe from terrorist threats and on a
daily basis confront the specter of further at-
tacks. We must recognize the crucial role our
local law enforcement plays in the war on ter-
ror and provide them the support they need to
keep us safe.

The New Jersey State Law Enforcement Of-
ficers Association, in recognition of the impor-
tance of coordinating law enforcement, num-
bers Federal, State, county and municipal law
enforcement agents in its membership. By
working together professionally and with the
association, our law enforcement officers can
easily share information about criminal threats.

Our thoughts and prayers are with our law
enforcement officers and with their families.
We owe a great debt to those who work to
keep us safe and it is only fitting that Con-
gress recognize the work of these guardians
of peace.

———

LEGISLATION CONDEMNING RELI-
GIOUS PERSECUTION AND INTOL-
ERANCE IN INDIA

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2005

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce this Resolution to condemn the al-
leged statements and actions of complacency
by the government authorities in Gujarat, led
by Chief Minister Narendra Modi, in the face
of the religious persecution of the Gujarati
people.

In February of 2002, India experienced its
greatest human rights crisis in a decade: or-
chestrated violence against Muslims in the
state of Gujarat that claimed at least 2,000
lives in a matter of days. Three years after
that horrific incident, Narendra Modi, the Chief
Minister of Gujarat has been indicted by var-
ious Indian and International human rights or-
ganizations for lending his hand to the vio-
lence.

Mr. Modi himself has not been shy about
proudly professing his anti-Christian, anti-Mus-
lim, and anti-tribal stances. He has repeatedly
dehumanized the Muslim population of his
state by accusing them of treachery; he has
actively sought to interfere in the practice of
the Christian faith in Gujarat, and he has
caused wide-scale displacement of indigenous
populations in the state in the face of stiff pop-
ular resistance. | find Mr. Modi’s actions to be
of the most reprehensible sort.

In an article in the Hindu Times on March 2,
2005, former Indian President K.R. Narayanan
stated that “there was a ‘conspiracy’ between
the BJP governments at the Centre and the
state behind the 2002 Gujarat riots . . .”. Fur-
ther, a number of Indian human rights organi-
zations, international human rights organiza-
tions, and a former Supreme Court Justice all
recognize Chief Minister Modi’s complicity in
the violence.

He has attacked Muslims and Christians
with vile venom, and according to both India’s
highest court and many international human
rights groups, has condoned terrible, violent
religious hate crimes, all the while, shielding
those said to have committed them. In fact, in
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a scathing indictment of Mr. Modi, the Su-
preme Court of India referred to the Chief Min-
ister and his government as “the modern day
Neros.” Moreover, in a recent unprecedented
order, the Supreme Court of India ordered the
reopening of all the criminal cases that Mr.
Modi has closed, regarding over 2,000 police
cases in which the non-Hindu victims filed re-
ports of rapes, killings, and destruction of their
property.

Such actions by high ranking government
officials of any religion are unacceptable and
must not be tolerated.

| urge my colleagues to join me in con-
demning religious intolerance and promoting
religious freedom, so that others may see
what our great democracy stands for.

————

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF TEXAS REPRESENTATIVE
CARLOS URESTI

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, March 15, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker rise to recog-
nize State Representative Carlos |. Uresti for
a lifetime of distinguished public service.

Representative Uresti is a native of San An-
tonio, and a graduate of McCollum High
School. He continued his education by earning
a bachelor of arts degree in political science
and a teacher’s certificate from Saint Mary’s
University. After graduation he served 4 years
in the United States Marine Corps, where he
was awarded the Naval Achievement Medal.
When his service to the Marines was over he
returned to San Antonio and enrolled at Saint
Mary’s school of Law, where he received his
law degree in 1992. He is currently is a part-
ner at the law offices of Gonzales Hoblit &
Ferguson.

In June 1997 Carlos Uresti was elected to
the Texas House of Representatives. He hon-
orably serves as chairman of the Committee
of Human Services, and as a member on the
Committee on Elections and Select Committee
on Healthcare Expenditures. As a former ma-
rine, he is proud to serve as a member of the
Texas House Veterans Coalition and the
United States Marine Corps League.

During his time in office, Representative
Carlos Uresti fought to prevent child abuse
and neglect. He was instrumental in the cre-
ation of Bexar County’s Blue Ribbon Task
Force, a coalition that brings community mem-
bers together to fight the cause against child
abuse, and is a member of numerous organi-
zations that help educate our youth.

Mr. Speaker, Representative Carlos |. Uresti
is a credit to his community and | am honored
to have had this opportunity to recognize the
many achievements of this great public serv-
ant.

March 16, 2005

THANKING MARY D. WATTS FOR
HER SERVICE TO THE HOUSE

HON. ROBERT W. NEY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2005

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, on the occasion of
her retirement in April 2005, we rise to thank
Ms. Mary D. Watts for 26 years of distin-
guished service to the United States House of
Representatives.

Mary began serving the United States
House of Representatives in 1979 as a Tech-
nical Support Specialist working at House In-
formation Systems. Milestones during her ca-
reer at the House include conducting the first
evaluations for office fax machines in 1980
and Personal Computers in 1984. She was in-
strumental in establishing training and support
for House staff to make use of the new tech-
nologies associated with desktop computers.

As the Division Manager for the Customer
Services Group, Mary managed the House
computer helpdesk staff, Field Service Techni-
cians and System Integrators providing tech-
nical support, and consulting services to every
Member, Committee and Leadership office of
the House.

Managing the day-to-day operations of the
Technical Support Branch, Mary is responsible
for information technology solutions and sup-
port services for 12,000 personal computers
and over 4,000 BlackBerry wireless devices in
Washington, DC, and more than 950 district
offices across this country.

Mary’s contributions while serving the
United States House of Representatives have
been significant. Her passionate customer
service, organizational knowledge, and per-
sonnel management skills earned her the rep-
utation among her colleagues and customers
as a person with a calm demeanor and re-
spect for everyone.

On behalf of the entire House community,
we extend congratulations to Mary for her
many years of dedication and outstanding
contributions to the U.S. House of Represent-
atives. We wish Mary many wonderful years in
fulfilling her retirement dreams.

————

SMALL COMMUNITY OPTIONS FOR
REGULATORY EQUITY ACT

HON. C.L. “BUTCH” OTTER

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2005

Mr. OTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to in-
troduce the Small Community Options for
Regulatory Equity Act. Rural communities
across my state and elsewhere are being un-
fairly burdened by Environmental Protection
Agency regulations that have questionable
benefit.

While we all want to ensure a clean, safe
drinking water supply for our communities, we
must remember that fiscal restraints some-
times require tradeoffs and accommodations.
Many small communities believe that EPA reg-
ulations will do more harm than good by wast-
ing limited public health funds complying with
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